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the most trustworthy Arabic and Western sources.
We shall see that the history of Islam could not per-
haps tell us of an event so grave and important and as
far-reaching in its effect as the battle of the Pavement
of the Martyrs.
The Arabs conquered Spain and took possession of
the Kingdom of the Goths in 91-92 A.H. (710-711 A.D.)
under the great generals Tariq ibn Ziyad and Musa ibn
Noseir in the days of the Caliph Al-Walid ibn Abdul
Malik. Spain from that date became, like Egypt and
Africa, one of the provinces of the Omayyad Caliphate,
It was governed by successive rulers under the Omayyad
Caliphs, who organized its affairs and pushed Islamic
conquests beyond the Pyrenees.2 In less than twenty
years, after the conquest of Spain, the Arabs were able
to overrun the southern provinces of France, dominate
the plains of the Rhone and advance far in the heart
of France.
Muslim Spain, though young, soon became the
seat of internal insurrections and disputes, and Chris-
tendom recovered from its first surprise and got ready
for the struggle. The Arabs, after the avalanche of
their victories in the south of France, met with their
first defeat in the battle of Toulouse in Zul-Hijja, 102
A*H. (June, 722 AJD.); their Emir and general Al-
Samh ibn Malik was killed, and they retired to Septi-
mania after having lost the flower of their army and a
number of their great leaders.
For ten years after Andalusia (Muslim Spain)
was a prey to disturbance and chaos, the fire of con-
quest having subsided, the governors (Walis) were
busy with internal affairs and disputes, till Abdul
Rahman ibn Abdulla al-Ghaf iki was appointed governor
of Andalusia in Safar, 113 A.H. (April, 731 A.D.).
Little is known of the early life of Al-Ghafiki,
but we know that he was one of the sub-companions
(of the Prophet) who entered Andalusia. We then
find him one of the Yemenite leaders and a senior